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Physical characteristics

• Wedge-shaped
• Bounded on 3 sides by water
• 2 great rivers: Suir and Blackwater
• Divided in 2 by Comeragh Mountains
• Knockmealdowns and Drum Hills
• Small rivers: Bride, Finisk, Mahon …..



Human settlement

• One major city
• Smaller towns and villages
• 2 separate administrative divisions



County Waterford



Some heritage aspects

• Coastal scenery
• Mountains
• Rivers
• Sand dunes
• Historic buildings
• Wildlife
• Woodland
• Thatched cottages



Comeragh MountainsComeragh Mountains



WildlifeWildlife
•• Birds: raven, kestrel, chough, egret Birds: raven, kestrel, chough, egret ……

•• Butterflies, moths: SixButterflies, moths: Six --spot Burnet, Fox spot Burnet, Fox 
Moth Moth ……

•• Rare survivals: FreshRare survivals: Fresh --water musselswater mussels

•• Plants: Wild spinach, Plants: Wild spinach, ““ St PatrickSt Patrick ’’s s 
CabbageCabbage ”” ……



The Chough



The Small Egret



Six-spot Burnet Moth



Fox Moth



“St Patrick’s Cabbage”



“The Déise”

(1) Area occupied by Déisí tribe

(2) County Waterford

(3) Area between Mahon and Blackwater



Historic Divisions

• Provinces

• Counties

• Baronies

• Townlands





Baronies

• Gaultier
• Middlethird
• Upperthird
• Glenahiery
• Decies Without Drum
• Decies Within Drum
• Coshmore & Coshbride
• Kilculliheen



ParishesParishes

Civil Parishes

Catholic Parishes





How do we know?

• Dr P.C. Power, County History (1990)
• Waterford History and Society (1992)
• Canon Power: Place Names of Decies
• Canon Power: Waterford and Lismore
• Journal, Waterford & SEI Archaeological 

Society, 1894-1920
• Decies, 1976 to present day



Some other sources

• Charles Smith, Waterford (1746, 1774)
• Rev. R.H. Ryland, Waterford (1824, 1982)
• P.M. Egan, Guide to Waterford (1894)
• Griffith’s Valuation (1848)
• Matthew Butler in Waterford News
• 3 books on the Famine in Waterford
• Travellers’ tales
• National folklore collection



Some useful websites

• www.waterfordcountylibrary.ie

• www.waterfordcitylibrary.ie

• www.waterfordcountymuseum.org

• www.waterfordcountyimages.org

• www.buildingsofireland.ie 



Aim of the series

• Prehistory
• The Normans in Co. Waterford
• Reformation and rebellions: 16c and 17c
• Cromwell and after
• 18c: Ascendancy v. the “Hidden Ireland”
• Copper Coast and Great Famine
• Churches and graveyards
• “Celtic Revival to Celtic Tiger”



“Waterford is perhaps the least interesting, and 
certainly the least attractive, county in 

Ireland”
(S.C. Hall, 1843)

“We  had a wonderful holiday … in Wexford”

?????


